
Subject Overview - Mathematics 

Along with English, Mathematics is an essential for day to day living and so it is 

imperative that all pupils have the best possible mathematics education and see 

its relevance in real contexts. In a similar way to English, Maths is integral in 

many other subject areas such as science, technology and engineering- areas 

that many agree are where the country’s future employment opportunities lie. It 

is, therefore, fundamentally important to ensure pupils have a thorough 

understanding of the Maths primary curriculum so that they can be creative in 

solving problems, as well as being confident and fluent in developing and using 

the mathematical skills.  To this end, Zouch Academy aims to develop a healthy 

and enthusiastic attitude towards mathematics that will serve them in later life. 

The National Curriculum for mathematics describes what must be taught in each 

key stag to ensure continuity and progression in teaching.  

Our aims for teaching mathematics at Zouch Academy are that pupils should: 

• understand the importance of mathematics in everyday life; 

• know by heart number facts such as number bonds, multiplication tables 

and doubles and halves; 

• use what they know by heart to figure out numbers mentally; 

• have a sense of the size of a number and where it fits into the number 

system; 

• calculate accurately and efficiently, both mentally and on paper, drawing 

on a range of calculation strategies; 

• make sense of ‘real life’ maths problems and recognise the operations 

needed to solve them; 

• explain their methods and reasoning using correct mathematical 

vocabulary; 

• judge whether their answers are reasonable and have strategies for 

checking them where necessary; 

• know units for measuring and make sensible estimations of measures; 



• explain and make predictions from numbers in graphs, diagrams, charts 

and tables; 

• develop spatial awareness and an understanding of the properties of 2D 

and 3D shapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting your Child at home with their Mathematics Learning 

Pointing out where and when you are using number skills outside of the school 

day is key to showing the importance and usefulness of Maths in the real world 

in many everyday things we do. 

The following activities are suggestions how you can support children’s 

application of their basic number skills in a fun way- it is a list we would love to 

add any more ideas to! 

Key Stage 1 

• Counting everyday objects e.g. pairs of socks in the washing basket, 

number of red cars passed on your journey to school. 

• Ordering days of the week/months of the year, plotting birthdays on the 

calendar…..how many days to your birthday? To Christmas? 

• Using rulers and tape measures to measure the height/length of objects 

in the home or even keeping track of their own height. 

• Cooking is a great way to incorporate maths. Weighing ingredients for 

cooking in the kitchen and doubling/halving ingredients to make a 

double/half the recipe. 



• Pocket money - counting, spending and budgeting with it! 

• Number hunt- noticing numbers in our environment e.g. on doors, car 

number plates, telephone keypad. 

• Using mathematical words in everyday contexts, visits or days out e.g. 

more than, bigger, less than, take away, subtract, difference etc. 

 

Key Stage 2 

• Counting and recording objects in the environment for a purpose e.g. part 

of the RSPB bird count.  

• Cooking again- adapting recipes for different numbers of people, reading 

the temperature and working out what time it will cooked if it takes 25 

minutes and it’s now a quarter to ten (9.45). 

• Pocket money again - counting, spending and budgeting with. How much 

more will they need, how much will be left? 

• Shopping - thinking about the relative value of different brands of 

objects by comparing weight to price e.g. half price, 10% off, buy one get 

one free. 

• Internalising knowledge of times tables is key and there are many 

websites that do this in a fun way – some links are on the website. 

 

 

 


