
Subject Overview - English 

 

At Zouch Academy we believe that children deserve the very best teaching and 

learning provision in English. It is the key to unlocking so many aspects of the 

curriculum. 

Our aim is to develop children who are articulate and imaginative 

communicators, well-equipped with the basic skills they need to become lifelong 

learners. Developing a genuine love of language and understanding the impact of 

the spoken and written word is at the heart of what we do. 

In providing creative and exciting opportunities we have high expectations of all 

children but ensure learning is scaffolded at every level to guarantee personal 

success. By creating a rich and engaging English curriculum that meets the 

needs of all learners, we aim to inspire children to become imaginative and 

effective writers and readers. 

Our aim is that English learning is contextualised in children’s experiences so 

the reason to write, speak and read is real, useful and relevant. To achieve 

this, English learning is enhanced with visits from authors, trips and experiences 

that will provide a real purpose for reading and writing. 

 

 

 

 

READING 

 

Books can be a gateway to a whole world of possibility and imagination for pupils. 

At Zouch Academy we believe the ability to read is fundamental to pupils’ 

development as independent learners as well as providing a model of how 

different writing genres are constructed. We also believe that children’s choice 

in their reading material is important and therefore all children choose their 

own reading book from our Big Cat series.  This is then logged by an adult.  

 

A ‘World War 1 

soldier’ begins the 

school topic on ‘The 

Great War’. 

A Year 1 teacher 

brings a story book 

alive for her class. 



We have four main aims at Zouch Academy for reading: 

1) To give the opportunity to read a wide variety of genres and text types. 

2) To give every child the opportunity to read enriching texts that both 

challenge and excite their imagination. 

3) To read with confidence, fluency and understanding, using a range of 

independent strategies to self- correct mistakes. 

4) To inspire a desire to read for pleasure. 

               

 

 

 

 

An illustrator shared his work with us and helped us to illustrate our teddies. 

Proficient and confident reading skills allow children to access all areas of the 

curriculum and to do this with fluency, accuracy and understanding pupils need 

to use a range of strategies:  

-drawing on knowledge of context and grammatical knowledge;  

-applying phonic knowledge and skills; 

-applying alphabet knowledge and developing word recognition.  

 

These are skills which the children are taught through English and Guided 

Reading sessions. 

Guided Reading presents children the opportunity to develop and practise 

reading skills whilst engaging with a variety of texts which they may not have 

always thought of choosing themselves. Working with small groups of children, 

adults support individuals growing skills, using a balance of questioning and 

guidance to encourage fluency and comprehension of texts. 

Whole class reading sessions occur frequently in every class and encourage 

children to choose a text and read independently for pleasure. To support 

reading in class, there is a dedicated book area in each classroom and events 

like ‘World Book Day’ are celebrated as a whole school.  

 



READING GARDEN 

In each Key Stage there is a ‘Reading Garden’ with a wide variety of books which 

children have the opportunity to use during lessons and independently. Like the 

reading areas in each classroom, the Reading Gardens endeavour to create a 

more informal, inviting environment for reading making the link between reading 

and enjoyment in children’s minds.  

 

 

 

PHONICS 

At Zouch Academy we use ‘Letters and Sounds’ (a programme developed as a 

result of the ‘Independent Review of the teaching of early reading’) to support 

children’s phonological development. This is a six-phase systematic, synthetic 

phonics programme designed to help children become fluent readers by the age 

of seven. It focuses on teaching high quality synthetic phonics, using blending 

and segmentation techniques. This aims to teach the children the 

correspondences between sounds (phonemes) in spoken language and letters 

(graphemes) in written language. These correspondences help the children to 

read and spell words. 

In Reception we use ‘Jolly Phonics’ actions for a kinaesthetic approach and the 

Ruth Miskin Mnemonic approach for letter formation in YR which is developed in 

Y1. This is also a vehicle for making our Phonics teaching fun and memorable; in 

Year Two this is embedded in to the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme,  allowing 

and encouraging pupils to become more independent and able to draw on a 

variety of techniques to decode words. 

‘Phonics Play’, an interactive phonics programme, enhances all phonic teaching 

throughout the school. 

 



KEY WORDS AND SPELLINGS 

High frequency words are the words that appear most often in printed 

materials. Some of the high frequency words are called 'tricky words' because 

the children are unable to use their phonic knowledge to decode every part of 

the word. 

Learning to recognise the high frequency words on sight is crucial in developing 

fluency and accuracy in reading and then writing. Children in Reception, Y1 and 2 

are given a copy of the high frequency words to practise at home.   

At Zouch Academy we are committed to supporting the children learn to read 

and then spell these words and this is a focus in our lessons and feedback 

through marking to our children.  

Once children are confident with reading and spelling in Phase 6 of the Letters 

and Sounds, they progress to spelling rules from the New National Curriculum.  

The Letters and Sounds programme continues in Key Stage 2 if children have 

not yet achieved Phase 6 by the end of Key Stage 1.    

Spellings and key words are tested regularly in both Key Stages and embedded 

into daily English lessons.  

HANDWRITING 

We teach children to join their writing in a cursive script throughout the school. 

Cursive letters all start from the same place and flow from left to right. 

Children are taught to form each letter with a ligature (lead-in) and each of the 

four different types of joins. 

ROLE PLAY AND DRAMA 

At Zouch Academy, we value Drama techniques as a core part of the English 

Curriculum. Children engage in drama activities to provide purpose and 

experience for reading and writing and to develop speaking and listening skills.   

Teachers and children work together to create engaging role play areas linked 

to each topic in Key Stage 1. Children use these areas to apply the English skills 

they have been taught. These Role Play areas are highly valued by staff and 

children and are an essential tool for enabling independence in all learners.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STORY MAKING 

At Zouch Academy we use ‘Storymaking’ and ‘Talk for Writing’ (developed by Pie 

Corbett) to strengthen children’s development in writing. Through learning to 

tell stories, children develop speaking and listening skills and internalise story 

language and sentence structure to apply in their own writing. Children use 

symbols and pictures to support them to learn and retell stories for a range of 

audiences. 

RESOURCES 

Zouch has a burgeoning stock of resources to support children with all aspects 

of their English learning. We have a growing collection of quality texts for 

children to read and enjoy and a wealth of other resources to make learning in 

English fun and engaging. Children use laptops regularly to explore digital texts 

and to write for purpose. We also have a range of other digital devices that we 

use to enhance the English curriculum such as recordable microphones and audio 

devices. 

 

 

A Y2 class acting out being in the trenches and imagining 

using their senses before writing their letters to loved 

ones back home. 

A setting Y1 used to 

inspire their story writing. 


