
 

Nursery Expectations  

All children learn at different levels but the government sets expectations for children in each year group. By this 

stage of Nursery, we want children to be able to do the things listed below. We have also said how you can help your 

children do them: 

 

 Communication and Language How you can help: 

Enjoy listening to longer stories, recalling key events and characters Read a story daily with your child. 
Discuss the main events and characters. 

To understand simple sentences such as ‘who’; ‘what’ and ‘where’ Talk with your child, giving them 
processing time (at least 10s) to 
understand what you have said and to 
think of their reply. 

Personal, social and emotional development 
 

How you can help: 

To talk about own feelings Use words like, ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ 
or ‘worried’. 

To manage their own needs Encourage your child to do up zippers or 
poppers on coats independently. 

Physical Development  
 

How you can help: 

To hold a pencil using a static tripod grip  Provide opportunities to draw freely. 

To practice ball skills Go outdoors to play games such as catch 
and practice throwing a ball overarm.  

Literacy 
 

How you can help: 

To copy their name Provide opportunities for copying own 
name such as finger painting, using chalk 
or tracing with highlighters. 

To act out stories Provide opportunities to act out 
different roles from stories by using 
props such as dress up items, 
masks/story spoons.  

Mathematics 
 

How you can help: 

Complete a 4-12-piece interlocking puzzle Enjoy building puzzles together, showing 
that it completes a picture. Encourage 
your child to complete a puzzle 
independently.  

To practice subitising 1-3 Show your child quick images of 1-3 or 
use 1-3 items such as counters and ask 
them how many they see. 

Understanding the world 
 

How you can help: 

Notice signs of summer 
 
 
 
 
 

Go for walks together and discus the 
signs of summer e.g. trees full of leaves, 
warmer weather, butterflies and 
colourful flowers.  

Expressive arts and design   

Create own songs or improvise around known songs Clap or tap beats to music, encouraging 
your child to copy.  

 

 


