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Term 1: 

This term has certainly flown by! The children settled 

quickly into their new classes and we welcomed many new 

faces to our school. The children have been using their 

termly value of happiness around school, which is so 

important in making our school a success! Throughout the 

term, we have had some brilliant feedback from visitors 

about our school, particularly from new families wanting to 

join and our Regional Director, Mr Cowley. The children 

have experienced some brilliant opportunities in the first 

few weeks of the year, some of the highlights including: the 

NAAFI van visit, the trip to Stonehenge and the Space 

Dome. 

Half Term Holiday 

The children finish next Wednesday 23rd October at 1pm. 

Please remember that there is no After School Club on this 

day.  

After Half Term, Monday 4th November is an inset day so 

the school will be closed to the children. They will start 

back on Tuesday 5th November.  

The Trussell Trust Assembly 

On Monday morning, visitors from The Trussell Trust 

charity came in to talk to the children about harvest and 

the work which they do. They collect food donations from 

members of the public to distribute to people without 

enough. This morning, the children shared their harvest 

activities with the school. Thank you to everyone who 

contributed to The Trussell Trust collection. Donations can 

also be made in Tescos.  

Find out more at: https://www.trusselltrust.org/ 

Year 6 Tawny Owls Dance Performance 

The children have been working hard on their World War 2 

themed performance with our dance teacher, Liam, and 

they will be performing to parents at 9.15am on Tuesday 

22nd October - next week. 

Regular Reading – Thank you! 

Reading regularly with your child helps them to make 

progress in every area of the curriculum. Whether this is a 

Reception child decoding their first words, or a Year 6 

explaining their opinions of a really complex text, children 

need to read frequently to become better learners. Reading 

also develops children’s vocabulary, helps them access the 

curriculum and encourages their love of books which we 

hope will stay with them for life. This week, I had a look at 

home-reading across the school from a sample of 10 books 

per year group.  

These were the average results: 

Year Group Average Reads per week 

Year R 3.2 

Year 1 3.4 

Year 2 3.2 

Year 3 2.9 

Year 4 2.0 

Year 5 2.6 

Year 6 1.0 

 

We ask that all children read at least three times per week 

at home. I understand that as children become more 

fluent in upper Key Stage 2 they often prefer to read 

independently, but reading with your child is still 

necessary, especially in Year 6.  

If you find that your child is resistant to reading, try not to 

turn it into a battle! It’s fine for you to read the book to 

your child, let them select another book, or just enjoy a 

story together. You could also try reading at a different 

time of day: children often find it easier to concentrate 

before school, rather than after.  

Thank you to everyone for supporting their children with 

reading! 

After the holidays there will be news of an exciting 

reading challenge starting on November 11th.  

Children’s News – This week by Kestrels 

On our trip to Stonehenge, we learnt that the proper name 

for the stones is Sarsens and there are two types – 

bluestone and sandstone. Whilst we were investigating 

things, we got a backpack with binoculars and information 

in it. My favourite thing about the trip was feeling the 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/


actual stone and learning how some have been repaired 

with metal.  

I love history this term, learning about the Stone Age. We 

have learnt where Stonehenge is and how the stones got 

there. We have also learnt a little bit about how Stone Age 

people used to live.     

This term we have been swimming at the leisure centre. I 

could never swim before and it was my first time swimming 

– now I can swim without any help! We have done jumping 

in, put our faces under water and used different floats like 

noodles and woggles.  

In English we have been writing survival guides for surviving 

the savage serious Stone Age! Our instructions needed an 

equipment list, headings, sub-headings, numbers, fronted 

adverbials, short paragraphs, subordinating clauses and lots 

of detail. 

Mrs Shaw is so good at teaching the 28 children in our class, 

she could probably teach the whole school! She is really nice 

and thoughtful. Mrs Spencer and Mrs O’Driscoll are really 

nice and helpful too. If Mrs Shaw is ever helping another 

child, they will help us. We’re lucky to have them! 

By Ethan and Maisie-Rose 

Parking 

Please do not turn vehicles across the pavements at the 

school gates entrance. This is dangerous and illegal. 

Cold Weather – coats! 

As the weather has been so wet, and starting to get colder, 

please ensure that children have coats in school every day. 

We go out for break and lunch unless it is raining heavily. 

Please also make sure that coats are clearly labelled as 

unlabelled ones often go missing! 

Healthy Schools - Water Bottles 

Please could we ask for children to have water only in the 

drinks bottles that they bring to school. The Healthy 

Schools’ recommendation is that children have access to 

water throughout the day. Having water in bottles is better 

for children's teeth than other drinks and we are looking for 

every opportunity to promote health and well-being. 

Diwali Celebration 

Please can we reiterate that every child has been included 

and has been given the opportunity to dress in traditional 

Diwali clothes. Every child will take part in all of the 

activities arranged throughout the day. We have given the 

parents the option of their child dressing up or not, so that 

there is no financial pressure on parents with Christmas on 

the horizon. Thank you in advance to the parents whose 

children intend to wear their traditional dress; our children 

are very fortunate to experience the cultural costumes first 

hand. If you do not wish your child to wear Diwali clothing, 

then normal school uniform is to be worn please. 

Notices: 

Clubs: Just a reminder that if your child is not attending a 

club for which they registered, for any reason, you must tell 

the school office in advance. 

Nuts: Please can I just remind you that we are a nut free 

school – this includes peanut butter and chocolate spread.  

Flu Immunisation: Please make sure you have registered 

online for your child/ren to receive this at school. 

Immunisations will be on Monday 25th November. 

Dates: 

Tuesday 22nd October  

Tawny Owl Dance Performance KS2 Hall 9.15am 

Diwali Day (see separate letter) 

Wednesday 23rdth October 

1pm finish – School Closes for Half Term 

Monday 4th November 

Inset Day – School closed 

Tuesday 5th November    

Children start back for Term 2 

Friday 8th November  

Remembrance Assembly  

Monday 11th November 

School Reading Challenge Begins (details to follow)  

Monday 11th November 

Pencelli Information Meeting for Parents at 17.00 

Thursday 14th November-  

Children in Need (details to follow)  

Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd November  

Scholastic Book fair 3.15-4 (details to follow)  

Monday 25th November 

Flu Immunisation for Rec to Year 6 children 

Friday 20th December  

End of Term – 1pm Finish for Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sparrowhawks’ Poem 

All of the children in Sparrowhawks contributed to this 

brilliant class poem about World War 2, based on From 

a Railway Carriage by Robert Louis Stevenson. Thank 

you to Hangma and Samika for performing it! 

Faster than bombs, faster than bullets, 

Enemy soldiers told to kill it. 

Soldiers and pictures, hedges and ditches; 

Some of the soldiers are needing stitches. 

And marching along like soldiers in war,  

Some were pouring with blood all over the floor. 

All through the battlefield the half dead soldiers, 

Falling from the sky like flying boulders. 

For all of the people who have died in vain, 

And for all of the soldiers who have suffered in pain. 

Bombs and smoke rolled away, 

Soldiers begin to disappear on this day. 

In the wink of an eye there was pungent smoke, 

Filling the fields, trying to choke. 

Ruined stations zooming by, 

As bombs explode, soldiers die 

Here is a soldier who protects and fights, 

And here is a pilot prepared for flight. 

All by themselves and gathering ammo,  

With all of the soldiers wearing camo. 

Here is a soldier who lies in pain, 

If you look closely you may see a vein. 

And there is the mud from the bomb’s explosion, 

Painting a picture of the troops’ emotions. 

Look at the troops charging along the street. 

But here we are sitting on these safe seats. 

And here is a grave and there is a river: 

Each a glimpse and gone for ever! 

 

 

 


