
 
 

Curriculum Intent 

Music 
 

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination 

and life to everything.” 

(Plato) 

Intent: 
At Zouch we aspire to deliver a rich, purposeful and engaging music curriculum 

to all children. Our aim is that children gain a firm understanding of what music 

is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing 

across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical 

genres. Our music lessons, singing assemblies and extra-curricular musical 

opportunities engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and harness 

their talent as musicians - and in doing so – increasing their self-confidence, 

creativity and sense of achievement. 

We value music because it is a powerful and unique form of communication 

that can change and impact the way children feel, think and act. Our musical 

opportunities allow the children to demonstrate our core values that underpin 

our way of learning and being at Zouch through the use of teamwork, patience 

and respect for one another. We are committed to ensuring children 

understand the value and importance of music in the wider community, and 

are able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to involve 

themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts. 

Our overall aim is for each child to leave Zouch with the life-long skills to 

compose, appreciate, evaluate and perform music in a variety of settings and 

styles. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KS1 Pupils should be taught to: Evidence of 

objective being 

met.  

 
use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes; 

Music lessons taught by 

professional. 

Singing lessons. 

 
play tuned and untuned instruments musically; 

Music lessons taught by 

professional. 

 
listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music; 

In class with teacher (listening 

to music with teacher that is 

linked to theme).  

Music lessons taught by 

professional. 

  
experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 

In class with teacher (garage 

band). 

KS2 Pupils should be taught to: Evidence of 

objective being 

met.  

play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the 
inter-related dimensions of music. 

Music lessons taught by 
professional. 
Yr 4 and 6 performances 
Extra-curricular opportunities 
(Christmas concert, Christmas 
plays, Young Voices) 

 
improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 

In class with teacher (garage 
band). 

 
listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory. 

Music lessons taught by 
professional. 

   
    use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

Music lessons taught by 
professional. 

 
appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians. 

In class with teacher (listening 

to music with teacher that is 

linked to theme).  

Music lessons taught by 

professional. 

  
   develop an understanding of the history of music.  

Music lessons taught by 

professional. 

 



Extended Learning Unit Overview  

Lesson Learning 
objectives 

Key teaching points: Success criteria Lesson activities: 

1 To listen and 
appreciate music.  

• Watch the film 

• Listen to the 
performance 

• Make a graphic score 

• Listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory 

• Use and understand staff and other 
musical notations 

• Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians 

• Develop an understanding of the 
history of music. 

LESSON 1 - Watching and listening 
Prepare your class 
Explain to your class that you are going to begin a six-week music 
project focusing on a fantastic piece of music by a composer called 
Delia Derbyshire, and listen to the Doctor Who Theme. 
 
Ask them if they recognise it! 
 
 
Listen to the opening credits of the Doctor Who Theme arranged by 
Delia Derbyshire. 
Watch the BBC Ten Pieces Trailblazers film and have a discussion 
about Delia Derbyshire. Ask your class to think about: 
Why there were so few women composers in the past 
What working at the BBC Radiophonic Workshop and inventing 
sound effects might have been like 
How Delia must have felt after receiving no public recognition for 
her work 

Music term 1: Theme: Great Britain 
link to NC 

 

 

listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music;  
 
experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 
 

Session overview/summary   In this unit, children will learn about the famous composer Delia Derbyshire and the Doctor Who Theme song. They 

will explore graphic scores, musical notation and compose their own version of the song through classroom 

objects/musical instruments.  

Vocabulary  - Found sound sounds found in the ‘natural’ world or made from non-musical objects and then used to make music Graphic 
score a visual (often diagrammatic) representation of music. There are no rules for graphic scores, the composer (i.e. you!) 
invents them Melody another word for ‘tune’. A musical sentence Orchestrate choose which instruments perform which parts 
of the music Ostinato a repeating (often rhythmic) pattern 



Listening task 
Listen or watch the full orchestra performance again and point out 
that it is constructed from two musical ideas, can your children 
identify them? 
 
There is a pounding bass line and a swooping melody. 
 
Give out art materials and ask your children to choose two colours, 
one to represent the bass line and one for the melody. A3 paper will 
work best for this task, placed landscape on their desks. As you listen 
again, challenge the class to draw the bass line running across the 
bottom of the page. They must make shapes that represent the 
shape of the music. Make sure they focus just on the bass line. 
 
Listen again and this time, your children must draw the famous, 
swooping melody. This can cover the top half of the page, running 
from left to right. 
 
Take a look at the resulting artwork and explain that these are 
‘graphic scores’ – music doesn’t have to be written out using lines 
and dots, and the original version of this theme wasn’t written out 
like that for many, many years. 
 
FINALLY, end your session by discussing the instruments used in the 
Doctor Who theme. Which instruments can they spot and which 
sounds are new to them? Perhaps these are made by something 
other than a traditional instrument? If you have time play them 
another version of the theme for a quick compare and contrast 
activity. The 2005 version by Murray Gold (available online) features 
more ‘traditional’ instruments whereas Delia’s original version from 
1963 features none! 

2 To create a story 
for the theme 

song.  

To create a story 
behind the music.  

• To listen to the tune carefully 

• To mindmap ideas about the story 
behind the tune. 

• To create a setting and characters. 

Lesson 2 – Create a story!  
 
Listen to the tune again – what does the tune make you think of?  
 



• To create a plot for the tune.  Mind-map ideas of what they think could be happening if this tune 
was a story.  
 
Share ideas as a class. What makes you think this?  
 
Have the children close their eyes and listen to the tune with the 
setting in mind. When the music changes pitch what could happen 
in your story? Could this indicate danger or a problem? Could this 
mean the problem is resolved?  
 
Let’s share some of our ideas! 
 
Get the children into groups of 3/4 and act out what you think the 
story behind the tune is.  
 
Let the children have time acting out their version of the story that 
reflects the tune. Have the music on repeat for the children to 
practise to. Go around and let the children explain their choices to 
you. How does the music change their story?  
 
Share each performance to the class and have them explain their 
story after.  

3 To create a whole 
class version of 
the Doctor Who 

theme song.  

Play the Doctor Who 
theme on ‘found 

sounds’ 

• Listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory 

• Improvise and compose music for a 
range of purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of music 

•  

LESSON 2 - Ron’s theme – live! 
Warm up 
Sitting or standing in a circle, teach the class this rhythm: 
 
 
This is the pounding bass line of the original theme 
 
Remind your class that Ron Grainer wrote this theme and then 
asked Delia to ‘realise’ or ‘arrange’ it electronically. Their task is to 
realise (play) it live using whatever sounds they can find in the 
classroom, not necessarily conventional sounds from musical 
instruments. 
 



Perform the rhythm above again and ask your children to suggest 
two contrasting sounds to play it. They could, for example use two 
drums, and on a xylophone it could look like this: 
 
 
…but can they instead choose two unconventional sounds to 
perform it? Ask them to look at the everyday objects in the 
classroom for inspiration. Maybe they could tap a pencil on the seat 
of a chair and then the legs of the chair for example. 
 
When this is achieved (you can have as many versions and players as 
you wish), teach the melody. Here it is written down, but your 
children can probably all sing it straight away without having to 
study it! 
 
Begin by singing it with a swooping ‘ooo’ sound. 
 
Try singing it along with the bass line. You could divide the class in 
two to do this. 
 
Again, challenge your class to find everyday sounds in the classroom 
to replicate it. This is a much harder task! They might have to find 
different sounds for each pitch and create the rough shape of the 
tune rather than try to match it exactly. 
 
You could split the class into small groups at this point and challenge 
them to find sounds for both elements to make their own versions 
of the tune or you could keep everyone working together. You can 
include some ‘real’ instruments too if the children run out of ideas. 
 
FINALLY, create a class version of the theme by putting the bass line 
and the melody together. If you are working in small groups, bring 
the class back together at this point. 

 


