
 
 

Curriculum Intent 

History 

 
At Zouch, we acknowledge that history is one of the richest mediums to teach 

children about life today. Through finding out about how life has developed over 

time, children will understand how the past influences the present. They will be able 

to see the diversity of human experience, and begin to understand more about 

themselves as individuals and members of society. What they learn through studying 

history can then influence their own personal choices, attitudes and core values, 

which are integral to us at Zouch as a values based school where our core values are 

the golden thread which tie our school together.  

Children of all ages, abilities and backgrounds including SEN, Pupil Premium, Forces 

and EAL have the opportunity to develop a wide range of transferrable skills, 

knowledge and understanding through each history theme. All history themes 

therefore carefully consider the contexts of the children that we teach. With a large 

proportion of military families, we often select themes that allow the exploration of 

relevant issues such as warfare and migration. As we are also within easy reach of a 

range of historical sites including Stonehenge, we also use the local area to enrich 

our history curriculum wherever possible.  

Through progression built into the curriculum, we also offer our children increasing 

challenge in both historical skills and knowledge as they progress through the school.  

Our principal objective when teaching history at Zouch is to give children the 

opportunity to act as historians do, stimulating their curiosity about the past. We 

enable history to come to life through a wide range of active and cross-curricular 

activities, so children understand that they are learning about real people and real 

events locally, nationally and globally.  

 

 

 
 
 



History Teaching and Learning Implementation 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, History makes a significant 
contribution to the objectives of developing children’s knowledge and 
understanding of the world and their personal, social and emotional development, 
which is regularly addressed through both planned and spontaneous experiences in 
our Early Years provision. 
 
At Zouch, we follow the 2014 National Curriculum for History in Key Stages 1 and 2. 
Depending on the theme, History (or Geography) should be taught weekly for up to 
an hour in Key Stage One, or between one hour up to an hour and a half in Key Stage 
Two, although this may be reduced to 40-60 minutes while the recovery curriculum 
is being taught following Covid-19 to allow the prioritisation of core subjects. 
Lessons should have a direct and relevant link to the given theme for the term, and 
progressively develop the children’s historical knowledge and skills from previous 
year groups (see Progression in History document and History Skills grids for year 
group phases). Throughout each term’s planning, there should be a range of 
opportunities for children to develop their historical skills as well as historical 
knowledge, through a variety of different activities, including active and cross-
curricular ones.  
 
History is real and experienced by all the senses. With this in mind, children at Zouch 
will be given opportunities to learn history through a wide range of relevant activities 
including: handling artefacts (this will be limited to looking at artefacts supervised 
by adults following Covid-19 due to restrictions prohibiting sharing of resources) and 
exploring a wide range of other written and pictorial sources (both 
contemporaneous and otherwise), questioning, taking on the role of experts, 
drawing, writing, discussion, debate and role-play. We also aim to provide the 
children with a wide range of enrichment opportunities through visits to local and 
national museums and historic sites, workshops with professionals and through 
having visitors into school to talk to the children (however visits are currently not 
taking place due to Covid-19 restrictions and visitors are only allowed into class 
bubbles providing they have not been in more than one other ‘bubble’ beforehand; 
virtual visits may be organised instead if possible). 
 
History planning should use the set structure across the school (see exemplar 
planning). KS1 will plan in a cross-curricular way to show how they integrate all 
foundation subjects, while KS2 will have separate medium term planning for history. 
 
The children’s learning will be recorded in the front of the History/Geography books, 
with the long date and WALT (KS1) or Learning Objective (KS2) recorded and 



underlined at the start of each lesson (this may be typed for Key Stage One, but 
should be written by the children in Key Stage Two unless a relevant worksheet is 
being provided, in which case it may be typed onto this). There should be a record 
of learning for all lessons, whether this is written work, labelled diagrams, photos, 
speech bubbles or other evidence of learning. This should be differentiated suitably, 
whether this is by expectation, support or through scaffolded activities. Marking 
should follow the Zouch policy with stick men and stamps used consistently. 
 
Each classroom should have a display during terms with history themes which refer 
to the history learning covered. This should display the relevant key stage poster 
explaining what history is as well as displaying key vocabulary (using the History 
WOW Words poster), information relevant to the learning and examples of good 
quality learning by the children to show the learning journey throughout the term. 
This could be used as an additional learning resource in the classroom similar to the 
way that working walls are used in English and Maths. One piece of good quality 
learning should also be selected each term from each year group to be displayed on 
the whole school History display board located in Key Stage Two (outside the PPA 
and ELSA rooms).  
 
Impact 

As a result of having clear, progressive and sequential planning, teaching and 
learning in each year group and across the school, children at Zouch will acquire a 
secure understanding of a broad range of historical knowledge, a clear 
understanding of the chronology of history and a variety of transferrable skills to 
carry out relevant and appropriate historical research.  By the time children leave 
Zouch, the teaching and learning they will have received through history will have 
developed:  

• A secure knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from the 
range of historical periods covered.  

• The ability to think critically and reflectively about history and communicate 
confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences.  

• The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and 
others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived 
from a range of sources.  

• The ability to think about, reflect on, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, 
forming and refining questions and lines of enquiry.  

• An interest in history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops 
their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why 
people interpret the past in different ways.  



• A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of 
it to support their explanations and judgements.  

• A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake 
high-quality research across a range of history topics. 

This will all contribute towards preparing children for the next stage in their 
educational career after they leave Zouch. 


