
 
 

Curriculum Intent 

Grammar, Vocabulary and Punctuation 
 

As stated within the overall English Writing Intent statement, our writing 

curriculum is broad and balanced to cover a range of skills such as spelling, 

handwriting, grammar, vocabulary, syntax, composition and creativity; these 

skills are then applied in a wide range of other subjects. The focus on grammar 

within the English curriculum recognises its importance in giving children more 

conscious control and choice in their use of language. Having a secure 

understanding of the rules of grammar enables children to be clearly 

understood by others, as it is at the centre of both spoken and written 

communications.  If children’s use of grammar is not secure, it has a negative 

impact on their ability to communicate effectively with others, whereas if they 

are able to use grammar correctly, it makes listening and reading easier, 

communication becomes more enjoyable and children’s vocabulary will 

expand as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grammar Teaching and Learning Expectations 

Grammar should be taught daily for 5-10 minutes in a grammar warm-up at 

the start of an English lesson. 

Some objectives may need discreet grammar lessons where your entire English 

lesson may be spent introducing children to a particular grammar skill or 

allowing them to develop a thorough understanding. 

To ensure an even coverage of the grammar objectives for your year group, 

please use the Zouch Grammar guide to select activities from each strand 

throughout each week. Where possible, make these relevant to the text type 

being taught or to the set text. 

A suggested (but not compulsory) template for grammar starters follows, 

although flexibility will obviously be necessary to accommodate links to the 

genre, reading and writing activities or the set text as well as responding to the 

needs of the children as a result of daily formative assessment. Please indicate 

on weekly English plans which strand your grammar starter objective is from: 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday 
Vocabulary/Word level activity: 
To correspond to the Reading 
planning, you should conduct 
word of the week activities, 
exploring the shades of 
meaning of the chosen word so 
that children have a thorough 
understanding of when to use 
it and when not to. 

Sentence 
level 
activity 

 

Punctuation 
activity 

Text level 
activity 

Use the 
additional 
session to 
respond 
to areas 
of need 
identified 
during the 
week’s 
lessons. 

 

Grammar starter activities can be recorded in a variety of ways. Some may be 

recorded on mini whiteboards, others may use worksheets or written work in 

books, which should be recorded in the back of children’s English: Writing 

books. These should be tick marked, but do not need to be stamped. If 

extensive support has been given then stick men should be used by adults to 

indicate this, but are otherwise not necessary.  

 

 


