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Intent: 

 

As stated within the overall English Writing Intent statement, our writing curriculum is 
broad and balanced to cover a range of skills such as spelling, handwriting, grammar, 
vocabulary, syntax, composition and creativity; these skills are then applied in a wide range 
of other subjects. The focus on spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG) within the 
English curriculum recognises its importance in giving children more conscious control and 
choice in their use of language. Having a secure understanding of the rules of SPAG enables 
children to be clearly understood by others, as it is at the centre of both spoken and written 
communications.  If children’s use of SPAG is not secure, it has a negative impact on their 
ability to communicate effectively with others, whereas if they are able to use SPAG 
correctly, it makes listening and reading easier, communication becomes more enjoyable 
and children’s vocabulary will expand as well. We therefore intend for every child to 
accurately spell high frequency and common exception words and to understand the key 
patterns, rules and etymology of spelling as well as understanding the key rules of English 
grammar and punctuation, applying these accurately in their writing. 

 

See also: 

English – Writing & Phonics 



 

Implementation of Spelling 

Discrete spelling lessons are taught daily in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 to introduce each 
new spelling rule. The Revisit and Review, Teach, Practice, Apply structure will be used. 

To ensure coverage and consistency of spellings, KS1 and KS2 spelling progression grids 
have been created for each term for Years 1-6. These grids highlight the spelling rule which 
each year group will focus on during weekly spelling lessons. These words and rules have 
been selected using the National Curriculum and the spelling appendices contained therein. 
The selection of words ensures coverage of all of the spelling rules and word lists for each 
year group. 

Spelling in KS2 is organised into a Lower Key Stage Two curriculum and an Upper Key Stage 
Two curriculum. Due to this, children in years three and four, and years five and six will 
have the same rule to focus on each week. To ensure progression across year groups, the 
complexity of the words increases with the year group. Planning and resources will also 
reflect this progression between year groups. 

In addition, words from the explicit Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 statutory common exception 
word lists will be covered.   

Years 3 and 5 will cover the 100 words throughout the year before Years 4 and 6 will spend 
a second year revising and consolidating.   

In KS2, as in KS1, a ‘phonics first’ approach will be used, wherein the primary method for 
spelling words should be to segment and blend the individual phonemes in words. Where 
this is not suitable, further morphemic or graphic approaches will be introduced, as well as 
developing children’s understanding of the etymological basis for words.  

 

Spelling Homework 

Weekly spellings allow the children the opportunity to explore the spelling rule introduced 
in the spelling lesson further at home. Spellings are sent home on a Wednesday and are 
tested the following Tuesday. 

 Number of words following 
the spelling rule 

Bonus words from spelling 
list  

Extra spellings following 
the spelling rule that will 
also be tested to assess 
independent application 

Year 1  6  0 0 

Year 2 10 0 0 

Year 3 8 3 2 

Year 4 8 3 2 

Year 5 7 5 3 

Year 6 7 5 3 

  

 



Adapting Spelling for SEND children 

When SEND children have a particular difficulty with spelling, adaptations to the spelling 
curriculum that they receive will be necessary. At times they will require a completely 
different spelling curriculum to their peers to enable them to make progress. This may be 
linked to any phonics learning that they may be receiving. Approaches should include 
focusing initially on them learning the most useful high frequency words which commonly 
make up of 50% of printed text (see list below).  

These children should not be given more than 10 spellings to practice each week and their 
spelling test would only be based on words they have learned, not any additional 
application words. A suggested structure for choosing spellings could be: 

• Up to 5 words from the useful HFW list 

• Up to 4 relevant or useful class spellings (these could be relevant to themes, subjects 
or taken from common errors in their independent writing) 

• 1 challenge word (this could be chosen by the child or teacher) 

For these children, coverage of the relevant year group’s specific statutory word list will not 
be necessary until they have secure understanding of the words listed above. 

 

 



Implementation of Punctuation and Grammar 

Punctuation and Grammar will be taught daily for 5-10 minutes in a warm-up at the start of 
an English lesson during Phases 1 (Explore) and 2 (Capture) of the writing sequence. During 
Phase 3 Writing, the start of the lesson will be reserved primarily for editing and revising 
time. 

Some objectives may require discrete punctuation or grammar lessons where the entire 
English Writing lesson may be spent introducing children to a particular punctuation or 
grammar skill or allowing them to develop a thorough understanding. This may be 
particularly relevant during Phase 2 (Capture) of the writing sequence which is more skills 
focused. 

To ensure an even coverage of the punctuation and grammar objectives for each year 
group, the Zouch Grammar guide will be used to select relevant objectives from each strand 
(Word, Sentence, Text, Punctuation) throughout each fiction or nonfiction sequence. 
Where possible, these should be relevant to the text type being taught or to the set text, as 
well as responding to the needs of the children as a result of daily formative assessment.  

Punctuation and Grammar starter activities can be recorded in a variety of ways. Some may 
be recorded on mini whiteboards, while others may use worksheets, activity cards or 
written work in books. Any written work will be recorded in the front of children’s Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar books with the short date. 

Impact measures 

• Evidence of spelling application in writing will be identified through book scrutiny.  

• Test of 100 statutory words for each phase in December, April and June.  

• Weekly spelling test results should be recorded in register books. 

• End of Autumn, Spring and Summer term grammar assessments. 

• End of Autumn, Spring and Summer term teacher assessments recorded on Pupil 
Asset under NC – Writing VPGS 

• End of KS1 and KS2 SATs - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar results. 


