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Intent: 

As stated within the overall English Writing Intent statement, our writing curriculum is 
broad and balanced to cover a range of skills such as spelling, handwriting, grammar, 
vocabulary, syntax, composition and creativity; these skills are then applied in a wide range 
of other subjects. The focus on spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG) within the 
English curriculum recognises its importance in giving children more conscious control and 
choice in their use of language. Having a secure understanding of the rules of SPAG enables 
children to be clearly understood by others, as it is at the centre of both spoken and written 
communications.  If children’s use of SPAG is not secure, it has a negative impact on their 
ability to communicate effectively with others, whereas if they are able to use SPAG 
correctly, it makes listening and reading easier, communication becomes more enjoyable 
and children’s vocabulary will expand as well. We therefore intend for every child to 
accurately spell high frequency words and to understand key rules of spelling as well as 
understanding the key rules of English grammar and punctuation, applying these rules 
accurately in their writing. 

 

See also: 

English – Writing & Phonics 



 

Implementation of Spelling: 

Discrete spelling lessons are taught each week in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 to introduce 
each new spelling rule. Lessons will follow the following structure: 

• Key stage 1: 1 x 25-minute introductory lesson focusing on the spelling rule for the 
week as well as introducing 2 of the Year 1/2 Statutory words. There will also be 3 x 
10 to 15-minute practice sessions throughout the week. Spelling will be taught in 
addition to daily Phonics sessions (See Phonics Intent and Implementation). 
Following the Covid-19 lockdowns, in KS1 the recovery curriculum is focusing on 
Phonics so spelling will be discretely taught through one main introductory lesson to 
introduce the spelling rule before homework is sent out. This will be followed up with 
early morning activities throughout the rest of the week.  

• In Key Stage 2, spelling will be taught 2 sessions of 20-25 minutes focusing on the 
spelling rule for the week with two shorter sessions (10-15 minutes) to introduce 3-5 
of the Year 3/4 or Year 5/6 statutory spelling words and practice all spellings.  

• The following structure will be used: 

 

To ensure coverage and consistency of spellings, KS2 spelling progression grids have been 
created for each term for Years 3-6 (Staff Share 2020-2021 Spelling). These grids 
highlight the spelling rule which each year group will focus on during weekly spelling 
lessons. These words and rules have been selected using the National Curriculum and the 
spelling appendices contained therein. The selection of words ensures coverage of all of the 
spelling rules and word lists for each year group. However, teachers also have freedom to 
change the order of particular spelling rules to link in with specific themes, e.g. the short ‘i' 
sound spelt ‘y’ in Years 3/4 could be moved to whichever term they are learning about 
Ancient Egypt. Alternatively, they may notice a particular weakness within a cohort (e.g. 
homophones) and wish to teach this earlier than the progression states in order to have a 
more immediate impact on children’s writing. Teachers may also use their professional 



judgement to add in particular words which follow the set spelling rule to meet the needs 
of their children, for instance when teaching ‘-ly’ suffixes, adding in the word ‘eventually’ if 
observed to be frequently spelt incorrectly in children’s writing. 

Spelling in KS2 is organised into a Lower Key Stage Two curriculum and an Upper Key Stage 
Two curriculum. Due to this, years three and four, and years five and six will have the same 
rule to focus on each week. To ensure progression across year groups, the complexity of 
the words increase with the year group. Planning and resources should also reflect this 
progression between year groups. 

In addition, words from the explicit Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 statutory word lists should be 
covered.  In Years 3/4, 3 of these words will be focused on each week, while in Years 5/6 
there will be 5 words set. 

Year 3 and 5 need to cover the 100 words before year 4 and 6 will revise and consolidate.   

Additional training is being provided during 2020-21 by WHF to look at look at how we can 
build on both the structure and content of KS1 phonics to impact on spelling in KS2. This 
aims to address the persistent problem of spelling in KS2 that so often holds back ARE 
judgements in writing. 

 

Spelling Homework 

Weekly spellings allow the children the opportunity to explore the spelling rule introduced 
in the spelling lesson further at home. Spellings are sent home on a Wednesday and are 
tested the following Tuesday, although following Covid-19, all Homework, Reading Records 
and reading books are being brought in and sent home again on a Friday as a result of 
Covid-19 to minimise items being brought in and out of school during the week. Therefore, 
spellings are sent home on a Friday and are tested the following Thursday before the new 
set are sent home on the Friday. 

 

 Number of words following 
the spelling rule 

Bonus words from spelling 
list  

(in red font) 

Extra spellings following 
the spelling rule that will 
also be tested to assess 
independent application 

Year 1  5 2 0 

Year 2 8 2 0 

Year 3 8 3 2 

Year 4 8 3 2 

Year 5 7 5 3 

Year 6 7 5 3 

  

 



Marking and feedback 

Learning in spelling books will marked daily and any inaccuracies identified as soon as 
possible to ensure that children are not embedding errors through inaccurate practice. 
Children should respond to spelling marking and feedback in all books, using purple pencil 
to edit and correct errors. Feedback should focus on what has which has been taught and 
what they need to practice. Due to restricted movement of adults around classrooms 
following Covid-19, whole class and peer marking by the children using purple pencils is 
encouraged. Teachers should also use assessment for learning and check to see if 
understanding is secure.  

Spelling errors in children’s writing will be indicated using the abbreviation ‘sp’ in the 
margin, and in KS1 and LKS2 the relevant spelling should also be underlined – in UKS2 the 
expectation is that the majority of children should be able to proofread their own writing to 
identify the incorrect spelling. A maximum of 3 persistent spelling errors, particularly of 
high frequency words or those that relate to spelling rules covered, can be listed at the 
bottom of children’s learning for them to independently practice 3 times before the next 
piece of learning.  

Evidence of spellings from the relevant statutory word lists for each phase, or of spellings 
that follow relevant spelling rules taught that have been spelt correctly in children’s 
independent writing in any subject should be marked using a double tick to enable 
assessment of independent application. This should be used when marking children’s 
writing across all subjects. 

 

Display 

A spelling display should be included in each classroom reflecting the pattern being taught 
that week and words from the list of 100 being focused on. Where possible, all 100 
statutory spellings for each phase should be displayed somewhere in the classroom for 
children to refer to independently. 

 

Implementation of Grammar 

Grammar should be taught daily for 5-10 minutes in a grammar warm-up at the start of an 
English lesson. 

Some objectives may need discrete grammar lessons where the entire English Writing 
lesson may be spent introducing children to a particular grammar skill or allowing them to 
develop a thorough understanding. 

To ensure an even coverage of the grammar objectives for each year group, the Zouch 
Grammar guide should be used to select activities from each strand (word, sentence, text, 
punctuation) throughout each week. Where possible, these should be relevant to the text 
type being taught or to the set text. Teachers will indicate on weekly English plans which 
strand the grammar starter objective is from. 



Grammar starter activities can be recorded in a variety of ways. Some may be recorded on 
mini whiteboards, while others may use worksheets, activity cards or written work in 
books. Any written work should be recorded in the front of children’s Spelling, Punctuation 
and Grammar books with the short date. 

 

Marking and feedback 

Punctuation and grammar learning recorded in children’s SPAG books should be tick 
marked, but does not need to be stamped. Due to restricted movement of adults around 
classrooms following Covid-19, whole class marking by the children using purple pencils is 
encouraged. Teachers should use assessment for learning and check to see if understanding 
is secure. If extensive support has been given then stick men should be used by adults to 
indicate this, but are otherwise not necessary.  

When marking children’s written work in all other books, punctuation errors should be 
indicated using the abbreviation ‘p’ in the margin, and the error should be circled in the 
sentence. Grammar errors should be indicated using the abbreviation ‘gr’ in the margin and 
underlined in the sentence with a wobbly line. 

Display 

Key grammar and punctuation rules for each phase should be displayed in the classroom 
where possible or on the writing working wall to correspond to learning in writing lessons. 

 

Impact measures 

• Evidence of spelling application in writing will be identified through book scrutiny.  

• Test of 100 statutory words for each phase in September and June.  

• Weekly spelling test results should be recorded in register books. 

• End of Autumn, Spring and Summer term grammar assessments. 

• End of Autumn, Spring and Summer term teacher assessments recorded on Pupil 
Asset under NC – Writing VPGS 

• End of KS1 SATs - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar results. 

• End of KS2 SATs - Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar results. 

 

 


