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English - Phonics 
 

 
Intent: 
 

Our teaching of Phonics aims to prepare and provide our children with a solid 
understanding of phoneme-grapheme correspondence. At Zouch Academy, we 
follow the Letters and Sounds Phonic scheme which enables the children to 
learn systematically through the phases. Our children work through the 
different phases, learning and developing their phonic knowledge at each stage. 
The effective teaching of Phonics begins in our Nursery and is taught across the 
whole school. As Phonics underpins many aspects of our education, the high 
quality teaching and learning of Phonics is a school priority, to ensure that our 
children can access our curriculum age and stage appropriately. Initially, we 
begin teaching the children to be aware of the different sounds in the world 
around them, then developing to rhymes. This progresses to teaching our 
children how to segment and blend through the teaching of phonemes. Our 
children have regular Phonic sessions, where they participate in speaking, 
listening and spelling activities which are matched to the children’s developing 
needs. We ensure that through observation and continuous assessment that our 
children are continuously challenged and working through the Phonic phases at 
a pace which allows the children to embed and apply phonetical knowledge. We 
also have a robust baseline assessment system, which allows us to track the 
children’s Phonic knowledge and teach gaps promptly. We have supported 
other schools within our MAT with how to assess the children and also how to 
stream the children in appropriate groups.  

 

Teaching of Phonics at Zouch is adapted to meet the personalised needs of 
children with SEND, English as an additional language and those who are 
disadvantaged. Through our consistent and evolving approach to systematic 
Phonics, we aim for our children to become fluent readers by the end of Key 
Stage One. This enables our children to focus on developing their fluency and 
comprehension as they move through the school. Not only does the teaching of 



Phonics prepare our children to be successful readers, it also facilitates our 
children to learn their initial spelling rules/patterns and equips children with the 
skills to be life- long learners.  

 

Due to social distancing and class bubbles not being able to be mixed, we haven’t 
been able to teach the children Phonics in small groups that are streamed across 
Year 1 and 2. This year, we have taught the children within our class. The class 
teacher has had the majority of the class and has taught a ‘best-fit’ phonic phase. 
The class teaching assistant has then had the remainder of the class in a smaller 
group on an appropriate phase. Any children who then require further teaching 
of Phonics have had this through interventions.  

 


