
 
 

Curriculum Intent 

Early Years 
 

The Early Years phase at Zouch Academy includes our nursery class (FS1) and 
two reception classes (FS2). It is our intent that every child who enters any of 
our Early Years classes will make progress emotionally, physically, verbally and 
cognitively whilst developing a lifelong love of learning.  Our curriculum is 
designed to recognise children’s prior knowledge and skills and takes account of 
children’s personal fascinations and interests.  
 
Every child is recognised as a unique individual and we celebrate and welcome 
differences within our EY community. The Characteristics of Effective Teaching 
and Learning underpin our teaching of basic skills, knowledge, concepts and 
values. All children have access to a broad, balanced and personalised 
curriculum that reflects the local community our school serves. We constantly 
provide enhancement opportunities to engage learning and believe that early 
childhood should be a happy, investigative and enquiring time where there are 
no limits to curiosity and there is a thirst for new experiences and knowledge. 
 
Through a language rich environment all children are supported to become 
skilful communicators so that they achieve at least an ‘expected’ standard in all 
7 areas of learning. Children leave our Early Years phase having developed 
positive attitudes to learning which reflect our school values and are equipped 
with the skills and knowledge needed for them to take responsibility for future 
learning and successes and as they continue their learning journey through life. 
  
Implementation. 
 
A practical, playful approach to learning, based on the needs and interests of 
our children in our care, is delivered through a broad ‘thematic’ approach that 
follows children’s personal fascination’s. We teach children individually, in small 
groups and as a whole class. Through a combination of teacher input and 
continuous provision opportunities, learning is planned to encourage children 
to develop their knowledge and skills independently through exploration and 



challenge both inside and outside. Our Early Years environments are well 
organised to promote independent learning choices with a range of open-ended 
resources that are easily accessible to enable the children to be creative, explore 
and learn safely.  
 
Community involvement is an essential part of our Early Years provision and we 
develop strong, positive partnerships with parents and carers, relevant 
professionals and other early years settings within our locality.  
 
Impact 

The effectiveness of our EY provision is measured using observations and a 
range of summative and formative assessments. Observations should not entail 
prolonged breaks from quality interactions with the children, nor require 
excessive paperwork. Paperwork is limited to that which is absolutely necessary 
to document children’s successful learning and development. Parents and carers 
are kept up-to-date with their child’s progress and development using Tapestry 
(online learning journey) with all parents having access to their child’s account 
throughout the year. Parents are encouraged to add to their child’s learning 
journey by uploading photographs of ‘wow’ moments from home. Staff address 
any learning and development needs in partnership with parents and carers in 
a timely and sensitive manner. If a child has a special educational need or 
disability which requires specialist support then we work closely with parents 
and carers and support them to access relevant services and agencies as 
appropriate.   
 

Formative Data 

We use Development Matters (September 2020) a non-statutory guide to 
support us to meet the requirements of the Statutory framework for the early 
years foundation stage (September 2021). 
 
The Early Learning Goals (ELGs) describe the expected level of development to 
be attained at the end of reception. The ELGs support us to make a holistic, best-
fit judgment about each child’s development and their readiness for year 1. 
When forming our judgments, we draw on our in-depth knowledge of each child 
based on our observations and by using our own expert professional 
judgements.   
 



ELG scores are reported to the local authority and nationally and are used as a 
predictor of KS1 and KS2 results.  
 
Summative data 

The Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) is a short assessment which is 
completed by each child within the first six weeks of starting in reception. Data 
from the RBA is used to compare key stage 2 outcomes 7 years later to form an 
overall progress measure for a school. Scores are not shared or published and 
there is no expected standard and children cannot pass or fail the assessment. 
Summative data evidence is also collected through learning journey 
observations, child voice and parent feedback. 

  


