
 
 

Curriculum Intent 

Early Years 
 

The Early Years phase at Zouch Academy includes a nursery class (FS1) and two 
reception classes (FS2). Our Early Years curriculum is designed to: recognise 
children’s prior knowledge and learning, provide first hand learning experiences 
that follow children’s personal interests, support children’s personal, social and 
emotional development and build independent, creative, critical thinkers. 
 
Every child is recognised as a unique individual and we celebrate and welcome 
differences within our EY community. Characteristics of Effective Learning 
underpin our teaching of basic skills, knowledge, concepts and values. We 
constantly provide enhancement opportunities to engage learning and believe 
that early childhood should be a happy, investigative and enquiring time where 
there are no limits to curiosity and there is a thirst for new experiences and 
knowledge. 
 
All children will leave our Early Years phase having developed positive attitudes 
to learning which reflect our school values and the skills and knowledge needed 
for them to take their own responsibility for future learning and successes and 
as they continue their learning journey within the ‘National Curriculum’ and 
beyond. 
  
Implementation. 
 
A practical, playful approach to learning, based on the needs and interests of 
our children, is delivered through a broad ‘thematic’ approach that follows 
children’s personal fascination’s. We teach children individually, in small groups 
and as a whole class. Through a combination of teacher input and continuous 
provision opportunities, learning is planned to encourage children to develop 
their knowledge and skills independently through exploration and challenge 
both inside (under the ceiling) and outside (under the sky). A combination of 
pastel display backing and natural resources promotes calm and enabling 



environments conducive to learning, whilst easily accessible open-ended 
resources develop children’s ability to access the curriculum independently. 
 
Community involvement is an essential part of our Early Years provision and we 
develop strong, positive partnerships with parents and carers, relevant 
professionals and other early years settings within our locality. (Due to Covid 
restrictions these partnerships have been developed using a variety of different 
modes of communication i.e. telephone calls, Zoom, TEAMs and emails.)  
 

Impact 

The effectiveness of our EY provision is measured using a range of summative 
and formative assessments and data. Assessments should not entail prolonged 
breaks from interaction with children, nor require excessive paperwork. 
Paperwork should be limited to that which is absolutely necessary to promote 
children’s successful learning and development. Parents and/or carers should 
be kept up-to-date with their child’s progress and development. Practitioners 
should address any learning and development needs in partnership with parents 
and/or carers, and any relevant professionals. 
The Characteristics of Effective Learning underpin learning and development 
across all areas of the Early Years curriculum and play a central role in a child's 
progress and the development of effective learning behaviours a summary of 
each child’s C of EL is included in their end of FS1/2 report. 
 

Formative Data 

Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is non-
statutory guidance material which supports practitioners in implementing the 
statutory requirements of the EYFS 
Children develop at their own rates, and in their own ways. The development 
matters statements and their order should not be taken as necessary steps for 
individual children.  They should not be used as checklists. The age/stage bands 
overlap because there are no fixed age boundaries but suggest a typical range 
of development – therefore if a child is working securely within the 30-50 
months age band they must also have elements of the 40-60 months band. 
The EYFS Profile summarises and describes attainment at the end of Reception. 
It is based on on-going observation and assessment in the seven areas of 
learning against 17 Early Learning Goals (ELG) using a ‘best fit’ model of child-
initiated evidence gathered from learning journeys.  



EYFSP exemplification materials 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eyfs-profile-exemplication-
materials should be used to support teachers to decide whether a child has met 
the level of development expected, if they have exceeded the level or not yet 
reached it (Emerging). 
EYFSP scores are reported to the local authority and nationally and are used as 
a predictor of KS1 and KS2 results.   
 
Summative data 

Learning journey observations 

Child voice 

Parent feedback 
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