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Intent 
 
At Zouch, we value Art as an important part of the children’s entitlement to a 
broad and balanced curriculum. Art provides the children with the 
opportunities to develop and extend skills and an opportunity to express their 
individual interests, thoughts and ideas. Art embodies some of the highest 
forms of human creativity. It enables pupils to develop a natural sense of 
wonder and curiosity about the world around them and therefore links 
strongly to our school curriculum intent. At Zouch we believe that high-quality 
Art education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them 
with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own 
works of art. Children will develop their understanding of the visual language 
of art with effective teaching and carefully thought out sequences of lessons 
and experiences. Understanding of the visual elements of art and design (line, 
tone, texture, colour, pattern, shape, 3D form) will be developed by providing 
an accessible and engaging curriculum which will enable children to reach their 
full potential. Children of all ages, abilities and backgrounds including SEN, 
Pupil Premium, Lowest 20%, Forces and EAL have the opportunity to shine. As 
pupils progress, they will be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous 
understanding of Art using 4 key skills (Generating Ideas, Making and 
Knowledge and Evaluation) also allowing children the time to improve their 
artwork after the evaluation process. They will also know how Art both reflect 
and shape our history by looking at various artists and designers throughout 
the year.   
 
In response to the 2020/21 COVID-19 pandemic, clear objectives have been 
outlined to provide each year group teacher with the knowledge of what skills 
their children should already know and what knowledge, vocabulary and skills 
need to be taught. Resources are now taken in boxes and kept in classes for 
the week and returned back to the Art cupboard over the weekend.  



 

 

The aims of teaching Art our school are: 
• To engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the 

knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works 
of art, craft and design. 

• As pupils progress through school, they should begin to think critically 
and develop a more rigorous understanding of Art and Design. They 
should also know how Art and Design both reflect and shape our history, 
and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 

• To produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 
experiences. 

• To become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft 
and design techniques 

• To evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft 
and design. 

• To know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand 
the historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 
  

Aims  
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils: 

1.  produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 
2.  become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 

design techniques 
3.  evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 
4.  know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms. 
  

Implementation 
 

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in Art and Design, we 

implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. Art 

and design is taught as part of a termly theme, focusing on knowledge and 

skills stated in the National Curriculum by using our Progression of Skills 

document. At Zouch, we ensure that Art and Design is given the same 

importance as the core subjects, as we feel this is important in enabling all 

children to gain ‘real-life’ experiences. It is an opportunity for our children that 

find core subjects challenging to thrive and shine as Art and Design is an 



opportunity to express feelings and thoughts in different ways which benefit 

some of our Military, SEN, PP and EAL children.  

The Art and Design curriculum at Zouch is based upon the 2014 Primary 

National Curriculum in England, which provides a broad framework and 

outlines the knowledge and skills taught in each Key Stage. Teachers plan 

lessons for their class using our progression of knowledge and skills document. 

Teachers can use this document to plan their art and design lessons suitable to 

their class’ interests relating to their theme. The progression document 

ensures the curriculum is covered and the skills/knowledge taught is 

progressive from year group to year group. All teachers fill in the Coverage of 

Skills document to demonstrate to all teaching staff which areas of the 

progressions of skills document that they have or plan to teach and when. 

When teaching Art and Design, teachers should follow the children’s interests 

to ensure their learning is engaging, broad and balanced. A variety of teaching 

approaches are used based on the teacher’s judgement. Children will have 

their work displayed in school and have opportunities to win competitions that 

they take part in that are run throughout the school. 

At Zouch, we provide a variety of opportunities for Art and Design learning to 

take place inside and outside the classroom. Every year we take part in the 

Remembrance Art Project where the subject leader plans a piece of Art for 

each class to interpret in their own way using their year group skills set. The 

enrichment days also offers an opportunity for parents to engage with the 

school and participate with their children’s learning as we invite parents in to 

join their children in creating various Design Technology that they have 

carefully planned in class. Parents are also invited in to see their children’s 

work on display at various times in the year. (Remembrance Art, Easter 

Bonnet, DT Projects) 

Alongside our curriculum provision for Art and Design, we also provide all 

pupils with the opportunity to participate in Art based after school clubs and 

Art and Design golden time activities.  Pupils are consulted termly about which 

clubs they would like to be offered during School Council meetings.  

 

Impact:  

Within Art and Design, we strive to instil an appreciation and enjoyment of the 
arts enriching the children’s learning experience. Our Art and Design 



curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate 
progression. We focus on progression of knowledge and skills and discreet 
vocabulary progression also form part of the units of work. 
We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

• Summative assessment of pupil discussions about their learning. 

• Images of the children’s practical learning. 

• Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice). 

• Staff meetings where pupil’s books are scrutinised and there is the 
opportunity for a dialogue between teachers to understand their class’s 
work. 

• Annual reporting of standards across the curriculum. 

• Marking of work in books (post it notes) 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
Pupils explore and use a variety of media and materials through a combination 
of child initiated and adult directed activities. They have opportunities to learn 
to: 

• Explore the textures, movement, feel and look of different media and 
materials 

• Respond to a range of media and materials, develop their understanding of 
them in order to manipulate and create different effects. 

• Use different media and materials to express their own ideas 
• Explore colour and use for a particular purpose 
• Develop skills to use simple tools and techniques competently and 

appropriately 
• Select appropriate media and techniques and adapt their work where 

necessary 

Key stage 1 
 
Pupils are taught: 

1.  to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
2.  to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination 
3.  to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space 
4.  about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own work.     
  



Key stage 2 
 
Pupils are taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their 
use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness 
of different kinds of art, craft and design. 
  
Pupils are taught: 

1.  to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas 

2.  to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 
painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay] 

3.  about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 

 
Assessment:  
 
Art learning is recorded in sketchbooks across the school and should typically 
evidence all four stages (Generating Ideas, Making, Knowledge and 
Evaluation). We encourage children to treat their sketchbooks like journals 
and their thoughts and learning are recorded in a format that they would like 
to use, for example, using thought bubbles. Each child is unique and each 
sketchbook should be unique, enabling children to develop their independence 
and creativity. Teachers assess children’s knowledge, understanding and skills 
in Art by making observations of the children working during lessons. Feedback 
given to children by their peers or teachers is in the form of post-it notes over 
the learning so that their art is not marked in the process. Children are also 
encouraged to be critical of their own work, highlighting their own next steps. 
Children are expected to be reflective and evaluate their work, thinking about 
how they can make changes and keep improving. This should be meaningful 
and continuous throughout the process, with evidence of age-related verbal 
and written refection. Children are encouraged to take risks and experiment 
and then reflect on why some ideas and techniques are successful or not for a 
particular project. 

 

 

 


